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- that must not be lost. TO

cransford Hall. Saxmundham,

guffolk <5
de ll, c.1 e
EE;: Edwardian age was a prop1aous

.riod for building country houses,
Eonh modest and grand, whether_for
;'eekend retreats, lavish entertaining,

or to establish OF reinforce status (and

he list could continue). |
Eh(efmﬂsfu:)rd Hall in Suffolk is a good

xample of a local family upgading to
2 home more suited to its social

sosition. In the early nineteenth
ntury, the hall had been a farmhouse;

 the 1830s, it was rebuilt as a ‘genteel
lla residence’; in the 1850s, the

orrett family moved into it; and

ound 1904, the second generation

built on a large scale.
The result is 2 handsome Jacobethan

use in brick and stone, its long

den front a restful sight, with gabled
s and prominent chimneys. Inside
attractive interiors (although James
ley in the Buildings of England

ight them more like a gentlemen’s
than a private residence), with fine
lling, rich Jacobean fire surrounds, |

rative plasterwork and a massive |
len staircase.

anic chimneys.
sted and 1n our
i ustified: the
ot bevond

2dequately reduce the
- h’s building 1 @ crucial part

Above: Handsome
Jacobethan Cranford

Hall, Suffolk, of
around 1904, for

which we have

secured Grade |

listing (Jackson-
Stops).

Below: Bodley’s 1895
library at Christ’s
College, Cambridge,
subject of our
ongoing discussions
with the college
(John Sutton,
geograph, creative
commons).

where no record of the architect seems
to exast. Tw

Christ’s College Library, Cambridge

Grade |, G.F. Bodley, 1895
Education has been a central tenet of
the College’s identity since it was
founded in 1437 as a means to train
teachers for grammar schools. Bodley’s
fine college library has been closed for
30 years but current proposals are to
integrate it with new library facilities,
reflecting the college’s respect for, and
wish to celebrate, its Victorian
architecture.

Considered 1in 1solation, the design

of the new library can be broadly
accepted but its proximity to Bodley’s

building has proved a predominant

library has an unmistakable human
scale that makes it an enjoyable

building to experience and the scale,
design and massing of the new library
considered in proximity to the old
failed to correspond to this human
scale. As part of ongoing discussions
we have put forward detailed
suggestions, taking reference from the
refined Gothic Revival sensibility of
Bodley's library, which would modify
the impact of the proposed scale and
massing of the new library. Our input
1s not aimed merely at ensuring the
survival of these buildings, but also
safeguarding their future through
enhancement and sympathetic
development. M

e:house became a schoo]
ing house around 1960, later a
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